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Cheatrical Observber ; 


AND 


Daily Bills of the Play. 
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‘** Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”’-—Ornetto. 
i ee 


No. 1843 Monday, Nov. 5, 1827. Price 1d. 
__&¥ Dark Evenings—To prevent Imposition, Ask for The Observer. 


Drurp Dane Theatre. 
The Wealthy Widow, The Hypocrite,and Deaf as a Post, attracted 
a good house, on Saturday evening. 


Covent Garden Cheatre. 

A NEw musical drama, entitled Alfred the Great ; or, the Enchant- 
ed Standard, was produced at this Theatre on Saturday evening: It 
is understood that this piece has been produced to forestall Knowles’s 
Tragedy of Alfred, which is to be brought out at Drury Lané on the 
arrival of Macready, and to revenge the trick Drury Lane played this 
house in producing The Gambler's Fate before Covent Garden. This 
Drama we have hearil attributed to Mr. Pocock, and to Mr. Howard 
Payne, neither of those gentlemen will, we should imagine, be ambi- 
tious of the honour ef claiming the authorship. 


The plot embraces that portion of, the histery of Alfred, when dis- 
comfited in battle by the Danes ; he solicits of them a truce, which, at 
the momeut the Danish leader has granted, he breaks, on learning tl. 
arrival of fresh troops. Alfred is defeated, and we then have the well- 
known incident of his sojourn, in the disguise of a Minstrel, in the 
Neatherd’s cottage: he is there discovered by his friends, gives batt!c 
to the Danes, and vanquishes by his own hand their leader Guthrum. 
Such is the plot, if plot it may be called, of this meagre*production 
claiming the high sounding title of Alfred the Great. ‘Founded on any 
purely imaginative subject, the piece would have been entitled to snc- 
cess ; it is shewy, and well got up, but it is gt to be borne that onc 
of the noblest incidents in the life of our thrice-renowned difred, 
should be made so unskilfully the subject of a trumpety Melo-drama 
No sort of attention has been paid to consisteney ;—we have a Castle 
blown up by gunpowder about 450 years before that destructive sourec 
of misery was discovered ; and Gog, the’ Neatherd/ talks of his wife’s 
fondness for the brandy bottle, while Greydald préduces’a modern red 
Morocco jewel-case, containing a bracclet. ‘There. are several othe: 
incidents, as incongruous and upvateral, as if they had made the 
simply severe A/fred a subscriber 00 Crockford’§,'or described him - 
executing 2 Polonaise at Almack’s. . This prefiadfidp is really beneath 
criticism, and is a disgrace fo the nsnally gartect taste of the Covent 
Garden management. We ougbt»not-so:Jongrto have defasred speaking 
of the music, which is by Mr. Alezandeér Lee, dud deserves a better 
vehicle for its introduction to the’ pabliegsit is of a mach higher ¢cha- 
racter than such a prodoction déserves';"there is a spirit-stitring mar- 
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tial air about it, which, attached to a better subject, would have told 
prodigiously ;—the chorusses were very fine, but wretchedly executed, 
and we could not help regretting that so much good taste, and musicz! 
knowledge, should be thus thrown away.—Mr. A. Lee is most rapidly 
rising in public estimation, and this effort of his genius, though pro- 
duced under such miserable disadvantages, will yet add greatly to his 
encreasing fame. 

The actors had little to do, with that little they did wonders ;— 
Warde played Alfred, and Serle, Guthrum, the Danish leader, two 
more uphill parts we have rarely seen, yet these gentlemen laboured 
with the most praiseworthy perseverance to make something of the 
meagre outline afforded them. Mr. Fawcett had to sustain the part of 
Gog, the Neatherd, perhaps, the best character in the piece, yet 
principally owing its success to a sort of incessantly repeated catch 
sentence, and some few clap-traps about the ancient Britons. Mrs. 
Davenport, aud Miss Kelly, introduced a few of their own exquisite 
teuches—but they “ would create a soul under the ribs of death,” and 
they did so on Saturday. Mrs. Vining evinced very considerable tragic 
power in one short soene, and Mr. Blanchard and Miss Goward played 
with a spirit, when they had the opportunity to evince it, worthy a 
better cause. We are in duty bound to add that the piece was favor- 
ably received, and announced for repetition amidst universal applause. 


We are happy to announce, that Lady William Lennox is recover- 
ing from a severe cold which she caught, while changing her dress the 
last night she performed at Drury Lane. 


Fashionable Lounges.—Open Daily. 

Diorama, Regent's Park.—T'wo New Views;—Saint Cloud, and Environs of 
Paris, taken from Bas Meudon, painted by M. Bouton; and Ruins in a Fog, 
painted by M. Daguere, with the.various Effects of Light and Shade ; th‘ 
picture represents the effects of a Fog, which, gradually dissipating, discoveis 
the surrounding Country and Mountains.—Open daily from 10 till 4 o'clock. 

Fourth Division of New Panoramas.—The Views consist of the Entrance of‘ ‘e 
King of France at Paris, after his Ceronation’; the Pont Neuf; Paris, and 
the Boulevard ; the Wilhelms height, near Hessee Cassel, Vienna, with all 
its suburbs, the Wild Cataract in the river Trauyn; 2 View in Rome, Peters- 
burg, the Statue of Peter the Great, Moscow, taken from a Charch Steeple 
in the Kremiln, with 300 Churches in ‘ah entire Circle. Open from 10 in the 
morning till 10 at night—Adm. ts,. The Panoramas are lighted in the Even- 
ing, at No. 16, Old Bond Street. 

Mr. Finn’s Fancy Gjass-working Exhibition, in Miniature, displaying the Ait 
of Modelling and Werking, Removed from the Strand, to 164, Regent Street. 

TuE Glass Exhibition, 194, Strand, is only 6d. and an Article given. 

Miss Lixwoon’s celebrated Pictures in Needle-work, Leicester Square. 


The Cl gmcoth 
The oy taste rgundy, and quick 


As is the wit it sthe gay Champaign—Thomson’sSeasons. 
Good Port and Sherry, 80sperdoz.—Champaign, 63s, and every description of 
Foreign Wines and Spirits; apply te Tus Lonpon anp Westainster W'ne 
AND SPiRitT Comranx. 16, Strand,: 














Sh ID te 
(We were asked by a Gentleman,) so as to be near the Theatres ! 
At The Peacock Tavern, 18, Maiden Lane, Covent Garden, we replied, where 
the Ancient Society of Kenurteles is hetd of an Evening } 


Printed and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-change, Strand. : 
Al) Communications must be post paid.—Printing in General. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








This Evening, Suaxsreare’s Tragedy of 


King Richard ITI. 


King Henry, Mr EGERTON, Duke of Buckingham, Mr SERUE, 
Richard, Duke of Glo’ster,...........Me KEAN, 
Prince of Wales, Miss FORTESCUE, Duke of York, Miss Watson, 
Earl of Richmoad, Mr C. KEMBLE, 

Duke of Norfolk, Mr FITZHARRIS, Earl of Oxford, Mr IRWIN, 
Lord Stanley, Mr EVANS, Sir Richaid Ratcliffe, Mr BAKER, 
Sir Robert Brakenbary, Mr CLAREMONT, 

Lord Mayor, Mr ATKINS, Sir Walter Blunt, Mr CRUMPTON, 

Sir William Catesby, Mr HORREBOW, 
Sir William Brandon, Mr RAYMOND, Forest, Mr TURNOUR, 
Dighton, Mr MATTHEWS, Tyrrel, Mr HENRY, 
Queen Elizabeth, Mrs FAUCIT, Duchess of York, Mrs WESTON, 
Lady Anse, Miss JARMAN. 





After which, (2ad time) a new Musical Drama, in two acts, cc'led 


Alfred the Great ; 


Or, The Enchanted Standard. 
Saxons. 
Alfred, King ef England, Mr WARDE, 
Oduanc, Mr RAYMOND... Greybald, Mr BLANCHARD, 
Edwy, (under the name of Oswald).....0..++»0+as002 ««, Mr DURUSET, 
Gog, (the Neatherd) Mr FAWCETT. 


- Judith, Alfred’s Sister, Mrs VINING, — Birtha, Mrs DAVENPORT, 


Blanche, (Gog’s-Daughter) Miss KELLY, 
Elswitha, (disguised as'Ethetbert, Page of Oduc) Miss GOWARD. 
Danes. 
Guthram, a Dahish Prisce, Mr SERLE, Fengo, Mr MEARSJ 
Hubba, Mr HORREBOW, Hafgar, Mr HENRY, 


Osrie; (the Enchanted Standard Bearer):..........+ Mr J. ISAACS, 
‘Morac, Mr 'C. BLAND, ‘Sweno, Mr 'TINNEY. 


Gisppon’s Cigar Divan, 42, King Street, Covent Garden. 

Our Friends will be glad to hear, that Mr..Gliddon has increased the attractions 
of his Divan—The Room is now a. Tent, festooned up on all sides; and pre- 
sents the visitors with views of gulfs, mountvins, and islands, adorned with 
mosques, and palaces of gotgeous workmavship. A man may now turn out 
of King Stréet,.and in ha:f.a minute, fancy he is taking a Cigar in Benares. 


Haymarket—* Tur Wonperk,” performed by Cnanizs Wrickt. 
Fine Pert an bright Sherry; |well worthy of name 
Two.shillingsper bottle—Madeira the same ; 

Good Cape fifteen-pence, and the marvel to crown, 

Champagne five and sixpence—the cheapest in town, 














Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 








This Evehing, the Tragic Play of 


PIZARRO. 


Ataliba, Mr POWELL, Orozembo, Mr YOUNGE, 
Rolla, Mr WALLACK, Huasca, Mr HONNOR, 
Hualpa, Mr GATTIE, Topac, Miss VINCENT, 
Cora, Miss ELLEN TREE. 

Pizarro, Mr MUDE, Alonzo, Mr COOPER, 
LasCasas, Mr THOMPSON, Gomez, Mr HOWELL, 
Davilla, Mr FENTON, Orano, Mr YARNOLD, 
Almagro, Mr C. JONES, Sentinel, Mr SALTER. 
Elvira, Mrs W. WEST, 

High Priest..........Mr J. BLAND. 


To conclude with the Melo-drama of 


The Gambler’s Fate. 


Old Germaine, Mr POWELL, 
Albert, tcadhten Mr WALLACK, 
Malconr, ee Mr COOPER, 

Dumont, Mr YOUNGE, Maitin, Mr BARNES, Carl, Mr VINING, 
Bertrand, Mr WAKEFIELD, Baalamb, Mr SALTER, 
Captain d’Esterre, Mr YARNOLD, Lindorf, Mr THOMPSON, 
Henry Germaine, Miss PINCOT TY, Richard, Master WIELAND. 
Julia, Mrs W. WEST, 

Rose, Miss VINCFNT, Babet, Miss WESTON, 
Madame Beleour, Mrs KNIGHT, Mrs Baalamb, Mrs C. JONES. 








Nevy Music for November. 

* Oysters, Sir,” ‘ The Calais Shrimp Girl,” and ‘ Cottager’s Home * as sung by 
the justly celebrated Miss Graddon, 2s, each—Zerbini’s 18th Set of Quadrilles, 
Melodies from all the Best Songs of Miss Graddon, to whom they are most 
respectfully dedicated, 3s. with the new Medley Finale, W. Wvysarow, of 
Rathbone Place, is the Publisher of the above Songs and Quadrilles. 

The Music in the celebrated Opera of Oberon, 

Composed by Weber, published at the Royal Harmonic Institution, ArgyliRooms 
Regent Street, where may he had * Tho’ long l’ave roaming been,’ av Answer 
to ‘ l’ave been roaming,’ composed by Horn, 2s.—The above Answer is the 
only correct Edition published. 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

The great encouragement The Obserrer has met with fora period 
of nearly seven years, has occasioned attempts to be made to rival it 
by imitations of form and style. It is, therefore, respecttully sug- 
gested to our friends to be careful, in going to the Theatre, not to be 
imposed on by having another Paper thrust into their hands as “ The 
Theatrical Observer.’’ 











